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Using interdisciplinary school subjects and 

technology to enrich teaching and learning 

Narrative 

Adil is an English teacher at a high school in Turkey and he has always been in favor of using different 

methods and tools in his classes and integrating his school curriculum with other school subjects to 

make learning easy and fun for his students and taking account of his students’ learning styles and 

interests. He knows that his students are digital natives with their smart phones, tablets, and computers 

and intends to teach them how to use these devices for educational purposes as 21st century students. 

He believes that teaching English accompanied with technology will prepare them or at least give them 

insights about their future careers. He feels lucky because teaching English is so much related to other 

school subjects like History, Geography, Science, Maths, Music, IT etc and he has an Interactive White 

Board (IWB) with a proper internet connection in his class. 

He teaches 9th grade students at school and it is almost midterm and he has one last challenging topic 

‘’Narrative Tense ‘’ to cover before their winter vacation starts. He decides to use Flip Learning and on 

Thursday at his class he asks students to bring their pen drives computers or SD memory storage cards 

with them when they come to school on Friday. On Thursday evening Adil prepares a video instructing 

about the usages of narrative tense, sentence structure and regular and irregular verbs, a song lyrics 

sheet including the song in MP3 practicing verbs and sentences, a video of a war veteran talking about 

his childhood years. The next day the students are ready with their storage tools and Adil gives them the 

materials he had prepared the previous night telling the students to watch and study the materials on 

their storage devices at the weekend. He tells the students about the content of the materials provided 

and gives the topic of their next week English classes. His students feel excited. Adil tries to be careful 

about level of the materials not to exceed his students’ present English level to arise discouragement. 

On Monday during his class Adil brings some worksheets and board games related to their topic into 

the class but before working on them Adil uses an Instructional Learning method and goes over the 

topic with some questions and reminds them the key aspects of the topic, then divides the class into 

groups to work on worksheets and play games. One group does the worksheet and the other plays 

games on IWB .The students use the IWB in turns. With games Adil uses Game Based Learning method 

as he believes kids learn better when it comes to games.  

When Adil makes sure that the students have learned the topic well enough and are ready to do more 

challenging tasks he talks to his students about the next step of their learning process and shows an old 

photograph of an old man saying: ‘’This man in the photo is one of the last Ottomans in our city and he 

is over 103 now. There are still a few of them alive and living in the town center and surrounding villages. 

Your task is to search and find these people and visit them. After getting their permission you should 

interview them about World War I and the way of life in that time. This material should be used to create 

digital video stories. You need to mark their living locations on Google Maps to be used with your digital 

video stories. For your research you can use local history books in school or at the town library and 

Google search on the internet. You can even get help from your History and Geography teachers, your 
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grand-relatives and neighbours. You can use your mobile smart phones and tablets for geo-locations.’’ 

And then he adds: ‘’your English digital video stories should be 3 to 4 minutes long the maximum.” He 

gives the students 15 days to complete this task. 

Adil uses the TeamUP tool to group his students. Each group consists of 4 to 5 students. During this 

research process Adil acts as a facilitator, answers students questions and suggests solutions when they 

encounter any problem and arranges the visits and necessary permission forms. The Students use 

Enquiry Based Learning with various sources to search and find the Last Ottomans in their city, then visit 

and take photographs, record videos, and make voice recordings. Each member of the group has a 

certain task to carry out. 

Once the groups have gathered the required information they discuss and refine it to be used in their 

English digital video stories. Adil always encourages his students to use 2.0 web tools so he asks his 

students to work online collaboratively on Titanpad or Google Docs to create their scripts. Each group 

arranges a suitable time for their online work. Adil arranges to participate in these sessions as an 

observer and problem solver. Some students do not know how to use the script tools and Adil assists 

them. 

The students finalize their scripts and Adil gives extra time to the groups that falls behind the deadline. 

When each group is ready with their scripts Adil introduces some storytelling and video editing 2.0 tools 

like Story jumper, pixton, Bitstript,  Drawlite,  imovie, windows movie maker, sound cloud and some 

video hosting web sites like Youtube, Vimeo. 

Then the students start to create their English Digital Video stories using the tools having been 

introduced to them. The students use Project Based Learning and Collaborative Learning methods 

during the video creation stage. Group members are always interacting with each other, sharing and 

suggesting ideas and proposals. Adil allots 3 days for the final videos to be completed. 

When all videos are ready in a class hour Adil watches them with the other groups and gives positive 

feedback on students’ works and evaluates them using a rubric evaluation method. Other groups also 

comments and give feedback on their classmates videos. 

The groups takes notes about the comments, suggestions and feedback from their friends and 

rearrange their videos if necessary. Then they upload their videos onto their school or class Facebook 

group and invite their friends, parents, relatives and other teachers to watch and like them. The students 

can also use Twitter to reach larger audiences. Additionally a competition is held to add a bit excitement 

to the event. 

Finally Adil uploads the videos on iTec Teachers’ Community web site for teachers from other European 

countries to watch and give feedback. 

Key concepts 

This scenario develops students’ knowledge of obtaining specific information from reliable sources and 

making rational connections between interdisciplinary subject areas with the creative use of technology 

and 2.0 web tools available. This scenario aims to: 



Future Classroom Scenario  ●   Using interdisciplinary school subjects and technology to enrich teaching and learning 

   Page 3 of 4 

 Help teachers create collaborative resources to add different approaches and teaching and 

learning styles to their school curriculum to get rid of teacher-centered and textbook based 

teaching.  

 Use technology alongside other resources in the classroom to bring more tangible outcomes 

about and add visibility to teachers’ subjects being taught for creating a lasting learning. 

 Develop students’ skills of researching information from local places like town and school 

libraries, on the internet to gather information render and evaluate them to achieve concrete 

results. 

Environment 

 Classroom (with internet access) 

 Local community around the school or in town for interviews, Libraries picture records etc Online 

Maps 

 Online space for uploading information  

People & roles 

 Teacher as coordinator of overall activity, instructor of research methods, facilitator of research 

process 

 Student as researcher 

 Local community, elderly people and others for interviews and sources 

 Parents, Relatives, School Friends and other teachers. 

Interactions & pedagogical activities 

 Enquiry-based learning 

 Working in small groups and coordinating between groups 

 Computer and Communication Skills 

 Internet Literacy 

 Social awareness- 

 Increased Learning Capabilities 

 Interviewing 

 Researching using various methods and sources 

 Analyzing data from multiple sources 

 Interacting with interdisciplinary subjects  
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 Working inside and outside of school 

 Team work – Video Editing 

 Using collaborative writings tools 

 Using games in Learning-Competing 

 Using GPS and online maps  

Resources & technologies 

 It is crucial to make students be aware that not all the information they gathered from the 

internet is safe. On account of this it is of vital importance to tell students to check other 

resources in the libraries and if possible teacher’s own materials and sites recommended by their 

teachers. 

 To know where and how to use and what to get from a wide variety of information available is 

the key component of the 21st century learning skills. 

 Voice recorders, cameras, voice recorders 

 Internet access, GPS, Online maps 

 Generic template for research information that has tagging facility 

 Paper resources – in this case school history and local records 

 2.0 web tools, tablets, IWB, Smart Phones 

 Social Media 

 Video hosting Web sites 

 

The Future Classroom Scenarios have been developed as part of the EC-funded iTEC project (FP7; 2010-2014). The  

Find more Future Classroom Scenarios in the Future Classroom Lab website (http://fcl.eun.org/directory) and learn 

how to create your own scenarios by using the Future Classroom Toolkit (http://fcl.eun.org/toolkit) 
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