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Europeana DSI-3 

Future Classroom Scenario 

 

Title of the scenario:  

Napoleon as seen by the opponents, through satirical cartoons in Europe (1800-1821) 

 

Names of author(s) 

Jean-Christophe Jost 

  

Relevant Trend/s 

Write the trend(s) or trends the Scenario is intended to respond to. 

e.g. http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results 

  

Visual Search & Learning: images and multimedia are more powerful than verbal stimuli. 

Collaborative Learning: a strong focus on group work. 

Peer Learning: students learn from peers and give each other feedback. 

  

Learning Objectives, Skills and competencies 

What are the main objectives? 

What skills will the learner develop and demonstrate within the scenario? (e.g. 21st Century Skills). 

1. Initiation to the study of satirical cartoons as historical documents. 

2. Learning how to study a document using the context (who, when, what). 

3. Presenting the result of a group work. 

 

Learner’s Role        

What sort of activities will the learner be involved in?  

A satirical cartoon from the beginning of the 19th century, picked from the Europeana 

cultural repository, is presented to students. 

 

1. Using support documents, students will have to identify the historical context of the 

cartoon. 

2. Students will then have to describe the cartoon by listing its components, not missing 

an important aspect or detail. For some of the objects, characters, symbols or 

http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/results
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308025
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308025
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308031
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308031
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308032
http://www.allourideas.org/trendiez/choices/308032
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situations, a search into other documents or on Europeana shall be necessary to find 

their meaning. 

3. To finish, students present the result of their work to their peers. 

 

The learner’s role can thus be summarized by the following verbs: read, list, describe, search, 

compare, collaborate, present and learn the appropriate skills for understanding a historical 

cartoon. 

  

Tools and Resources 

What resources, particularly technologies, will be required? 

All of the resources are from the Europeana cultural repository. 

The dataset can be seen here 

 

Europeana shall be used: 

1. as a document supplier (preparatory work from the teacher) 

2. as a means to search, browse images in order to inquire for further information 

(students work) 

 

Tools: 

 computers (at least 2 for each group) with access to the Web 

 printed colour set of the cartoons studied by each group 

 printed documents available as support documents 

  

Learning space 

Where will the learning take place e.g. school classroom, local library, museum, outdoors, in an 

online space? 

School classroom/library equipped with connected computers 

But an alternative “full paper - low tech” version of this scenario is also possible, if the 

“Search on Europeana” part of the activity is cut (see details in the scenario). 

 

Future Classroom Scenario Narrative 

Describe in max 10 sentences the main ideas of the scenario. 

Satirical Cartoons are complex but attractive documents to study 19th and 20th century 

political history.  

 

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) is a major European figure who ruled continental Europe 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mnSaTrOnupXNh8289wJ8Nh9IKCKZefZ_7oFJPT_YoEM/edit?usp=sharing
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between 1805 and 1813, arousing oppositions and resentments and generating a rich 

iconography (satirical and official). 

 

The learning scenario uses satirical cartoons and tries to acquire knowledge from them on 

“How Napoleon was seen by his opponents”. It is also an introduction to the codes and 

techniques of satirical images in general. 

 

Students aged 13-14 or 16-17 (middle or high school). 

 

The scenario is based on group work. Each group comprises of 3 to 6 students. The final 

outcome is a presentation to the class. 

 

The study is split into six themes : “Ambition”, ”Death and violence”, ”Europe vs. Napoleon”,  

“Exile”, ”Satirical portraits”, ” Napoleon, the animal”. Each group focuses on one topic, using 

one key cartoon. 

 

Finally, this is also a way to browse through various European iconographic sources, using 

keywords in several languages, and hopefully an occasion to attract new users to Europeana. 

 

A comprehensive teacher’s document with comments, support documents and alternative 

cartoons can also be found here (feel free to skip). 

  

Learning Activities 

Add the link to the Learning Activities created with Learning Designer (http://learningdesigner.org) 

 https://v.gd/ZqJjoz 

 

This Future Classroom Scenario has been developed as part of the Europeana DSI-3 project.  

  

 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KefGAkdT4_fzZVLhrm1tL8wLnwrqLDYHOPALqUmY_So/edit?usp=sharing
http://learningdesigner.org/
https://v.gd/ZqJjoz

